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Reflections from the Rectory
By The Rev. Dr. Joy A. Rose, TSSF

his future role as a priest, and myrrh
(which was used in burials) to repre-
sent his suffering and death.

But to the ancients, the significance of
frankincense and myrrh went far
beyond their spiritual symbdfsih.
commodities had played a central role
in daily life since the dawn of civiliza-
tion. The resins were introduced to
Egypt in the third millennium, B. C.
from the land of Punt (thought to have
been somewhere between Ethiopia
and Eritrea).

The Egyptians had multiple uses for
Fi—= them, from treating wounds with myrrh

Did You Khaging fEnkincense to the ingredi-
. ents In kohl"eyelindihe more popu-
The History of

lar those items became, the more the
Frankincense and Egyptians chafed o
Myrrh?

nation of the market.
The Magi, the three wise mén, 1493 B.C.Egy pt 6s fir
famously offered the baby Jesus giftaraoh, Queen Hatshepsut, sent to
of gold, frankincense and mieh. Punt what was then the largest trading
can still understand why they broggktp e di t i on i nSheer
gold, but what Mary and Joseph weas successful and the Puntites
meant to do with the frankincemasgeed to allow the transportation of
and myrrii resins derived from thieve myrrh trees from the Valley of the
Boswellia and Commiphora ireeKings near Luxor to Egypt.
has become less obvious.

Five hundred years later, the queen of
The wusual e x p | a$heba iamdnKing Saloman hhad thé¢i
gifts is that they symbolized flamous encountd.u t it was
trajectory o f love that bréughtlthenfi tegether gltoMass
Cahiotince fi8 Hilifd origins and kimgamerce. The queen of Sheba ar-
ship, frankincense (which was burnegdl in Jerusalem with a train of

in religious ceremonies) to declare .
9 ) Continued on Page 5
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The 2017 Interfaith Service wasja glo-
rious affair with prayers, song.jHarp
 Madelecriels Setie Suares music, charitable offerings Jand
fellowship. Thanks to all who joifled us
from the other houses of worship at
this beloved community event!

French Restaurant & Catering

416 Tappan Road = Northvale, NJ 07647 The Church of St. Mary/C|OSt
: 201.767.0063 = 201.767.6443 Fax Temple BetE| of
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We have wonderful thriving ministirethe midst of the challenges that we

in our congregations! Every weelgré all presently facing that Godsis |

Shared Ministr
Youdl | Il 1 ke
From the Canon

Out of the Ordinary
Posted by Greg Jacobs
(Oct. 31. 2017)
etds start to

receive church newsletters (both pesviding us with an opportunityféms of cooperative and mutually
per and electronic) that testify tobgcome collectively something meg@portive ministry, and not be con-

brant outreach ministries, festive g$@mn we are now? That through shai- n e d
cial events, unique educational ang of ministries,

to consider

talents and fer our own little corner of the world.

spiritual activities, and lay minissgurces, we might be enabled toElgen if your congregation is blessed
formation events. Recently, we creé&t ministry to which God is calliggh an abundance of resources and
ed aCommunity Calendaat ena- each of us, and perhaps to evenmistries, consider how you might

bles congregations to announce thesgowered to realize that unigugach out to other churches that might
events to a much wider audieneginistry that may be just beyond Buhefit from shared ministry or other
Moreover, we hope that this servieach of our present capabilities? forms of collaboration.

might encourage collaboration among
our churches, and perhaps leadTieere are already many congre@ur continuing invitation is for each of
sharing of resources, information &inds who share worship, administigto embark on a journey of faith with
tive and financial personnel, and take another and be open to the guid-
part in joint training and educatioragaée of the Holy Sgiiritliscerning

It is no secret that many of our ctay minister8ook clubs and antitogether the opportunities for partner-
gregations are facing significant finatism_ dialogye®r instance, haveship in mission and ministry where
cial and people resource challengesven to be vehicles for congregbd has uniquely planted and nur-
that impact our ability to do the nmisns to explore other ministry posgied us. We as diocesan staff would
sion and ministry to which God Halities. Why not start by going [iiee to be partners in this holy venture
called us. Apart from the reality tlé websitesof nearby congregay
dwindling pledges and endowmetitsns. What are they up to? Whatere, when, and how we can. For
is the fact that we have fewer pegpissibilities of shared ministry mighty, we are all in this together.

to carry on vital ministries. Christie@ consider together?
formation (Sunday School and adult

education), youth ministry, confirma-

ministries.

offering support and guidance

X X X

tion preparation, and lay ministi
ily come to mind. |
think also about financial, adminig

p r itive.eaad naintgnangepngeds: thak

a perennial struggle, particularly
our small congregations.

s 0 Ré&ha®sfnowyiPtlertimd tb hapee
Y echnvepshti@nwHneighBoring ¢oh

2nt .

gations, exploring possibilities for

ing ministry together. Could it be

Andrew Spector, DMD, FAGD, FICOI
Michael Migdal, DMD, FAGD, FICOI

Associates

Jennifer Hade, DMD, Family Dentistry
Aleksander lofin, DMD, Endodontist
Adam Brisman, DMD, Oral Surgeon

G Gentle
é Dentistry

173 Terrace St., Haworth, NJ 07641

201-384-1611

gentledentistry.com
bergenhybridge.com

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/gentledentistrynj
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Thanksgivhengld avrd d AS Bhiomgx by Ja

good. So, yeah, things are terrible, it
seems no one is happy with our cur-
rent condition, and the world as we
3 know it is changing so fast, no one
t knows what to hold oritovas much
the same last year and will be much
the same next yeamBeen there,
wrote that.

James Abbott is the pen name (
my friend, Bob Madison, one of t
best writers | know. His musing
have been publishedNew Visions
in the past and
his wonderful thoughts abou
Thanksgiving in this issue. O
course, as we enter Advent in pre

aration for the arrival of the Christ L . .
Child at Christmas, the advice h Lucas But | have faith in America and Ameri-
shares his final paragraph is st cans. Good heavens, we created this

relevantd Ed. (cs) | 6m t hankf ul t h holiday, the first nation ever to creafe
is the paradise that | suspected it a secular day of thankatriotism
Thanksgiving has always been be, and for exceeding all of mwas never popular among most of my

favorite holiday. It is solely predic expectations. friends; any positive sentiments to-
on the notion of giving thanks for wards the country are mostly met with
manifest blessings that we findarrAnd | ast , but cironic dismissal or sneering cendes

us, and for being mindful of the thankful for the new addition to c scension. But | think we are a great
quiet miracle of our lives. Every lives, our dog Lucas. He is a folpeople, or, at least, we try tolbe.
wonders settle on my shoulders anda-half year old rescue that wdon o6t know the fu
so many snowflakes, and | feel de adopted from nearby Seal Beachmore than you, but | do know
in touch with some greater mys have long wanted a dog, and Lucthat Americans are capable of
that lies beyond me. has been ever yt great things, great kindness, amnlz
ed, and more. We spend an o unity. That last qualityunityi has

Though uniquely American, Tha scene amount of time gagtincgat ~ been in fairly short supply in recent
giving has always been our hol him; he makes us laugh simply years, but | think it will make a re-
least associated with ideology doing things as elementary as wa markable resurgence in the months
creed. The celebratory meal rep ing across the room or drinking frcand years to comé/e can but hope,

sents the bounty that is our lives; his water dish. He is a giftthathand | woul dndt ha\
simply, the holiday that is best sh enriched us beyond measure.
with people we love. This Thanksgiving, make it a point to

It is important to point out that fgreet your family, friends and neigh-
| am delighted to report that as | cthe past few years, Americans habors as people, and not as units of
through my 8%ear, | am still as ispent so much time over thsome political philosophgve and
love with my Better Half as | was v Thanksgiving table argtingver nurture each other, and remember to
we first met, 27 years ago. In no politics, over values, over questic be kind and ethica\nd, finally, re-
at all, we will have been togethe of identity that we have forgotten member to be thankflihankful for
half (and then more than half) of what this holiday is really about. the many blessings in your life, the
life, and | wonder how we spent tl bounty of the world around you, and
early years apart. It seems as if we alwayon the for the quiet, ineffable mystery of your

brink of disaster and things are :own existence.
|l 6m thankful f o waystrendingtordndo!l | befgobss online col umn,
family who have trekked out to Sci f | 6 m g oi Fawouto (http://thejadesphinx.blogspot.com/)
ern California to spend time with again this year, because | thirchampions the Fine Arts, featuring stories

and to see us build a new life in a pointing out the negatives in o O Such concepts as recognizable quality,
clime lives doesnot d artistic heritage and tradition, and tech-

niques of the Great Masters. ot
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Thoughts on the Mystery Sign

By Roberta Nobleman

I dm trying to | have no problem with peoy
John 316 so offensive outsideputtingJohn 316 in front otheir
St. Lukeods. house as an expressiothaf faith
but to assume that is the proclar
We are &llgospel church, thatist i on f or a chu
i s not j ust Jothat feels
follow, though | love it, and the Je cannot bring myself to take d¢
it portrays and all the stories the sign and what would | do w
found in the other three gosptit?i but | wish whoever put it th
However we need the other thwould take it away.
gospels to round out the picture
just of Jesus but of God. Maybe being married to a Jew
those years and never feeling
| need Luke and the parablesatneed t o Aconver

For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, 4o
that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but
may have eternal life.

i John 3:16
kno

| i kheaetwewe epr esumpti on

Reflections from the
Rectory,cont 6d .

camels bearing gold, frankincense and
ayrrh. Her goal was to conclude a

aB¥mmercial treaty with Solomon which

Weuhdmsharehrpiest iy

Lost Children and Good Samaritmakes me sensitive to this isjugade routes in return for military pro-

and Shepherds, and the Walk The whole encounter, at night
Emmaus. | need Matthew and Ni codemus and
Beatitudes and the Sheep and worth pondering, but not a |
Goat s. | need boxednJohn 36!
He did this or that! To reduce
message of Jesusitdn 3l 6takes
away from the fullness, the myst
the beauty of Christ, seen in all -
gospels.

is referring to the small sign that
I al so believe been placed ned
remove t he s pe conMassachusetts Ave. t
eye, while failing to see your c
blindness and Roberta has been studying the [
John 36 i n front cof John in her EFM (Education
assumeswaeed t :  we 6 r Ministry) classEds
missionary zeal and he/she knc
better than we do the state of
souls.

Ghnfrdllelt

d

lction and the markets King Solomon
now that 0:

tle

Byt thé &ivieOthe Magi came to Bethle-
hem, almost a thousand years later,
the Roman Empire was importing
some 3,000 tons of frankincense year-
ly. It seems the Queen of Sheba was

In case you did not notice it, RoQe{igy successful in her venture.

has

oddy D fiankindens€@ @ndl niyrthJafe
hé&st fleguently used as additives to
massage oil and mouthwa3hly at

q@lkristmas do they briefly return to

f@&nter stage, reminding us that these
fragrant resins were once among the
greatest prizes of the civilized world.
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Sign Up
for
Coffee Hour!

We all love our coffee. Or tea.

315 Schraalenb

Or whatever beverage. The
fellowship is great. So sign up i

(201) 387-1529
Fax (201) 501-0698
d.biesel@verizon.net

the Parish Hal/l
to do it alone? Ask another pari
ioner to be a partner and help!

ST. JOHANN PRESS

Haworth, NJ 07

WWW. .r{jo/_m/z npress.com

urgh Road
7641




December Outreachtn the Bleak Midwinter: YCS

Many families receive the intensivPlease note that thanks to the gen-
inrhome and community suppoier osi ty of St . L u
that enables their families to ste ALL of the requests have been tak-
together. Whatever the need, tlen to be fulfilled. If you were unable
caring YCS staff is prepared to off to get one and want to help, you
individualized educational, ment may always donate. Visit the web-
health and/or behavioral healisite and click here:

programming.

http://www.ycs.org/index.php/ways
We have received requests fron to-give/
young people living in a group horge. -
Many people have t pPaesonl 16 girls hd twdnisoy
between the ages of 14 and 16.
The Giving Christmas Tree of them has listed three choices,
ONEof which is to be given. Sev
Once again thi softhem have requested jackets
will be Secret Santas to young pe hoodies as their first or second ch
involved in one of the program: Others have asked for makeu
Youth Consultation Services, (Yperfume sets.
Hackensack. If you wonder who
is and what they do, read the fol If any of their requests are too hard to
ing description from their website find or seem too expensive, consider
youol |l understajoining with an
gifts will be this Christmas: Mrs. or Jr. Santa to search for
make the purchase. And rememb
Each day YCS provides services gift card is often the most welcom
thousands of New Jersey familie of all for one of the teens. _ _
who have children, birth adult- Youth Consultation Services
hood, with special needs. Some The gift requests will be hanging from Secret Santa Program
the children at our group homethe Giving Tree in the parish hal
are separated fromg therajir love check out that tree after Thanksgiy 2eceémber Weekend Snack Packs
ones and have been affected |YCS is targeting the week of Dec The last collection _of the year will be
trauma, others are affected tber 12 (with a lot of leeway) for December 17 thethird rather than
intellectual and development: receipt of gifts, each to be place(the fourth Sunday of the month
disabilities that adversely affecanopengi f t bag wi t(whichwouldbe Christmas Eve).a | ¢
their behavior. name clearly printed on it.. 5 Janet Beddoe

R e AR e A s DA
145 MDEFAN DRIVE -~ TENAFLY, N1 O76870
201 -568-8043-804a48

JOHN J. BARRETT, senior Director
NI Lic. No. 2964

wiww brarrettfuneralhome.net

First Snowf al |
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